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Upcoming Events JOIN US FOR THIS MONTH’S MEETING

Tuesday, April 20
7th Annual Casino Night
Buster's ~ 5:30 PM

7TH ANNUAL

MRBA CASINO NIGHT
Tuesday, April 20th

May 1 & 2nd
Spring Tour of Homes
Models Open 11 to 5

Tuesday, May 18 Social Time & Dinner: 5:30 PM Casino Games 7-9 PM
e Buster’s, Madison Ave, Mankato

$20 For Dinner & Casino Bucks

Wednesday, June 2 . ) .
EPA Lead Regulation Casino Games Begin at 7 PM if you want to join us for games only—$10
Class. Watch for details! i
aes, Tatehordetat Tons of Fun, Tons of Prizes!
Thursday, June 10

16th Annual MRBA Golf RSVP by Friday, April 16 to the MRBA at 507-625-7138 or

Tournament mnrba@hickorytech.net or fax 507-216-6239
Shoreland Country Club

R SPRING TOUR OF HOMES SET
7th Annual Casino Night FOR MAY 1 & 2 WEEI(END

Spring Tour of Homes

President’s Letter E ight builder members Thanks go out to our Sponsors
EPA L cl will showcase their whose dedication to the MRBA
ead Class Y homes during the continues to make events such as
Spike Club o 2010 Spring Tour of Homes.  these possible.
BAM Update MINNESOTA RIVER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION'S ~ Though our numbers are Platinum Sponsors
reflective of the building .
Membership Report TOUR OF HOMES slow down, we look forward Mankato Design Center
to a quality Tour.” says Tour Cambria
ture! _
New Feature of Homes Chair Garrick Rudolf, Cherry Creek Cabinetworks. Silver Sponsors
ayr p
Meet MRBA Members I'm also pleased that some of our newest members have )
March Meeting Photos signed up for this Spring’s Tour as well. It's a great opportu- Community Bank
nity for all our members: contractors and the vendors and DeGrood’s
Member Saver Card subcontractors who worked on the homes, to feature their

Glowing Hearth & Home

Verizon Wireless Discount products, services and craftsmanship.”
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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Deadline!
Get it
done! |
bemoan
those
words as
Amy re-
minds me
that the
new
month has already come,
and | have once again pro-
crastinated with the newslet-
ter. | believe all of you, (or at
least most of you), would
agree that when you are
uncertain of something, it is
just easier to put it off than
to deal with it. The day of
reckoning finally comes how-
ever. And so it goes with
President’s letters and lead
certification. On April 22,
new federal laws take effect
in regard to our work. Ugh!
We must all have a lead
certification to work on a
house built before 1978. |
know that there are those of
you members that think of
1978 as ancient history, but
it was not really that long
ago. In fact, the new laws
affect most of the houses
and buildings we will work
on as contractors.

The first discussion of the
law bounced off my ears
during a melancholy mo-
ment when | mused....,” ok,

..just another law...whatever.”
But the law is upon us now,
and nothing has been done
to successfully beat it back.
Oddly, the law that requires
certification includes a limit
on class size to a max of 30
persons. With 13,000 li-
censed contractors in Minne-
sota, that means there has to
be over 500 training sessions
to comply! Given that there is
just a handful of certified
trainers, | have to believe the
law and its start date were
not well thought through.

We had reservations about
the law, and some expecta-
tions that it may be con-
fronted or postponed. But,
now we must finally submit to
its arrival. | personally believe
that the lead laws will waste
the time and money of build-
ers and consumers by billions
of dollars nationwide. There
are lots of questions as the
law arrives. How will they en-
force it? How long will it go
on since lead will eventually
all disappear? Time will tell.
Interestingly, at the 2009
education blast, a rep from
the Minnesota Department of
Health stated that there were
about 1000 cases of lead
poisoning in Minnesota, and
the rate is expected to drop
about 50% per year. If she
was right, it means we will

spend millions of dollars on
education and licensing in
Minnesota alone, in an at-
tempt to stop the poisoning of
a small group of people in an
environment where lead poi-
soning is already declining at
a pace that is fantastic with-
out the laws. | don’t mean to
sound uncaring, but if those
same dollars were applied to
something like pre-natal
medical assistance, we, and
especially children, would be
better off. (Good reason to
keep in contact with your poli-
tician!)

Finally, | must bow to the
words at the opening of this
letter. We are at a deadline
with lead training, and we’re
slow to get it done. Uncer-
tainty led us at the associa-
tion’s local level to give a lack
of attention to something that
affects us hugely as contrac-
tors. So, ‘we got the lead out’,
and | am glad to tell you that
we have found an instructor,
with a class scheduled for
June 2! Call Amy for details.
Meanwhile , | still have 30
days to come up with another
newsletter!

See you at Casino Night on
the 20th!

Brad

EPA Lead Renovator Training set for

Wednesday, June 2 in Mankato
Watch for details coming soon! This date is con-
firmed. Cost is $225 for MRBA members. Class

size is limited to 30 so register early. Call the
MRBA office for information, 625-7138. Registra-
tion materials will be out by April 15th. Credits will

also be given for contractor continuing education.
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These members have been
honored because of their com-
mitment to membership develop-
ment. Each credit stands for
1) A member that they have

brought to the Association or
2) A member that they have
encouraged to renew their
membership.

Spike Candidate - 1 to 5 credits
Blue Spike - 6 to 24 credits
Life Spike - 25 to 49 credits
Green Spike - 50 to 99 credits
Red Spike - 100 to 149 credits
Royal Spike - 150 to 249 credits
Super Spike - 250 to 499 credits
Statesman Spike - 500 to 999 credits
Grand Spike - 1000 to 1499
All-Time Big Spike - 1500+

Six credits are needed within two
years to qualify as a Spike. At the end
of the this year, 2008 credits will be
dropped and only the 2009 credits
will be retained. Once the Life Spike
Level is attained, however, Spike
points are no longer dropped.

Report through February 2010

Feb. YTD
Candidate Credits Credits Qualify

Bryan Bargen 0 0 4
Ben Birr 5
Ben Devens 5
Ray Iverson
Todd Johnson
Chuck Klimmek
Sara Jo Pollock
Hans Schwanke
Karla VanEman
Dar Vosburg
Ryan Weier
Brad Willodson
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0
0
0]
0]
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Tony Ziegler 0
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Blue Spike: 6 - 24 Credits
Tony Frentz 0
Michael Stenzel
Ben Scheidel
Mark Lancaster
Janet Busby
Jeff Johnson
Jamie Sorensen

o

Molly Robertson
Ryan Evenson
Mike Niemeyer
Joe DeGrood
Scott Emerick
Steve Hruby
Keith Balster

OO0 00000000 OO0
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Life Spike: 25-49 Credits
Lisa Schweiss
Belynda Hinsch
Nick Freitag
Max DeMars
Brian Braun

o

ORr Py O

Green Spike: 50 - 99 Credits
Mark Deichman O .5

Red Spike: 100 -149 Credits
Dave Pfeffer 0 0

Statesman Spike: 500 - 999 Credits
Steve Meister 0 1.5

Credits to Total

Credits
2

o

NP NP RPRRPRNGRPR

o

22
21.5
18.5
17
16
16
14
12.5
10.5

7.5
6.5
6.5

44
29.5
28.5
28
25.5

91.5

137.5

556

Thank You!

A HUGE Thanks to
Lowe’s for hosting our
March General Meeting

on Tuesday, March

16th at Hazzard Bar.

We had a HUGE turn-
out with 98 people

signing in! See all the

photos on page 7!

The MRBA
is on
Facebook!

Become a “fan” today.
Join the MN River
Builders Association
Facebook page and
watch for announce-
ments and take a look
at photos from all our

recent events!

February 2010

Building Permits
Mankato
Commercial O
YTD O YTD 2009: 1
$0 in February
Single Family Attached 4
4YTD YTD 2009:0
$440,000 in February
Single Family Detached 7
9 YTD YTD2009: 0
$850,500 in February
North Mankato
Single Family Attached O
$0 in February
Single Family Detached 3
$416,500 in February
Commercial O
$0 in February




BAM UPDATE

I BUILDERS
ASSOCIATION OF MINNESOTA

VISIT WWW.BAMN.ORG

PHONE: 651-646-7959

MN 2010 Legislative Session: The 1-Month Industry Update

The 2010 Minnesota legislature
has been in session for over a
month now and lots has been going
on. Here is an issue-by-issue over-

Home Warranty Bill

BAM participated in the Home Warranty Task Force as di-
rected by Governor Pawlenty in his veto message at the end
of the 2009 legislative session. The task force, made up of
all interested stakeholders, has met the past six months to
solve the issues surrounding the home warranty statute. A
consensus was reached on three items and the resulting
bill will make the first policy deadline after being heard in
the Senate Commerce Committee and the Senate Judiciary
Committee the week of March 8th. The house will likely take
up the bill the following week.

The three items of consensus are: 1) strengthening notice
and opportunity to repair, 2) creation of a pre-litigation
panel in circumstances where a homeowner and builder
cannot agree on a scope of work, and 3) requiring that
builders include a set of performance guidelines with their
contracts to better explain the home warranty. BAM’s lobby-
ing team led by Lisa Frenette has done an incredible job of
keeping the legislature informed about the progress of the
home warranty task force and as a result she has over 30
legislators who have signed on to the warranty task force
bill.

Residential Contractor Education Reform Bill

Working together with the Department of Labor and Indus-
try and the Association of Minnesota Building Code Offi-
cials, BAM has developed a bill reforming residential con-
tractor continuing education. The bill includes internet edu-
cation for contractors and making the course approval proc-
ess and standards more transparent.

Window Fall Protection

A few years ago the state Legislature put into place a law

requiring window protection devices be placed on all win-
dows below a 24-inch sill height. This year the legislature
has been talking about requiring a device on all windows
below 48 inches. BAM will be testifying against the bill.

Subcontractor Issues Resurface

The Minnesota Association of Residential Subcontractors
and Suppliers are introducing a bill dealing with Minnesota
Statutes 337 requiring any retainage be held in escrow or a
trust. The Association of General Contractors (AGC) is taking
the lead on opposing the bill with the argument that there is
no need for this kind of legislation at this time.

Project ReEnergize

BAM has been working closely with the National Association
of Home Builders to help shape Congress’ response to the
President’s Home Star proposal (providing energy efficient
rebates to consumers) and find a way to position home
builders associations across the country to recreate Project
ReEnergize type programs.

Lead Rules

We are working with Minnesota House Representative Jer-
emy Kalin who serves on President Obama’s Advisory Coun-
cil On Environmental Quality to suggest that the lead rules
be postponed. It's a long shot, but our argument is that the
President’s energy efficiency programs will not get out fast
enough because training by the EPA has been so slow. Only
135 firms in the entire country are qualified to offer the lead
courses and only 4 firms in Minnesota can offer the training.

So that’s what’s been happening the first month of the
2010 session at the state capital. We will keep you updated
and let you know when it’s time to step in and contact your
legislators. We'll continue to send weekly This Week At BAM
emails, and this session Pam is Twittering in-the-moment
updates on what’s happening. Sign up and follow her at:
http://twitter.com/PPWeaver. If you're not receiving This
Week At BAM emails let us know and we’ll make sure to put
you on the list. Stay tuned!







