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Mission Statement 
 
The MRBA is an              
association of builders   
and partner businesses 
representing the interests 
of our communities, our 
consumers and our       
industry through education, 
networking and creating 
lasting relationships. 
 
The Minnesota River   
Builders Association — 
Building Our Future Today 
 
 
If you experience any prob-
lems opening the newslet-
ter on the website, please 
contact The MRBA office at 
625-7138. We will try to 
get it operating as quickly 
as possible. 

 Minnesota  River  Bui lders  Associat ion 

CONNECTIONS Building Our Future Today 

February 2010   

JO I N  US  F O R T H E MN R I V E R B U I L D E R S  

FEBRUARY SOCIAL 

Friday, February 5th 
 Come Out & Suppor t Mavs Basketball  

Johnson Alumni Room at MSU’s 
Taylor Center 

Women’s Game starts @ 6 PM, 
Men’s @ 8 PM ~ Tickets $20 

Call the MRBA office for your tickets Today! 

SPONSORS SOUGHT FOR 
SPRING TOUR OF HOMES  

Spring Tour May 1 & 2 

Spring Tour of Homes Title Sponsor Bids 
are due to the MRBA office on Thursday, 

Feb. 18. This sealed bid process will award   
Sponsorship to the highest bidder. Minimum 

Bid: $2,600. Watch for more information 
through mail and email notices! Call the 

MRBA Office with any questions 625-7138. 
Corporate Sponsor Opportunities also 
available! Deadline: Monday, Feb. 22 

Come out and support the Mavs Basketball team,      
enjoy some good food, good beverages and great networking. We’ve 
reserved the Johnson Alumni Room at the Taylor Center. Tickets are 
$20 and include admission to the game (MSU vs. Minnesota Crooks-

ton), some great barbecue and a cash bar.   



NOT E S FRO M T H E PR E SI DE N T 

ME M B E R S H I P  UP DAT E  
 

Minnesota River  
Builders Association 
 
Executive Board  
President 
Brad Willodson                                                             
   Willodson Homes 
Vice President 
Eric Peters 
   Community Bank 
Secretary 
Ryan Weier 
   RW Homes  
Treasurer 
Belynda Hinsch 
   Swanson Hinsch & Co.  
Past-President 
Steve Meister 
   Steve Meister Construction 

 
Board of Directors 
 
Mark Holmgren 
   Holmgren Construction 
Janet Busby 
   JLB Companies  
Max DeMars 
   DeMars Construction 
Ben Scheidel 
   Kato Flooring, 
Mike Niemeyer 
   Niemeyer Construction 
Tony Frentz 
   Frentz Construction  
Garrick Rudolf 
   Cherry Creek Cabinetworks  
Ryan Evenson 
   R Evenson Construction  
Ben Devens 
   Devens Painting 
Rich Wilson 
   Wilson & Sons Construction 
 
 
 

MRBA Staff 
Executive Officer 
Amy Scott 
 
 

The 
weather 
is interfer-
ing with 
our work, 
the econ-
omy is 
interfer-

ing with the volume of it, 
and our fixed expenses re-
main the same. Opportunity 
has shifted to remodeling 
and buying distressed prop-
erties.  

A little musing of my own. I 
am in the process of selling 
my own home and am 
amazed at the way current 
buyers look at things.  The 
cost of building varies 
greatly based upon materi-
als used, wall height, roof 
size and style, windows, 
foundation type etc. This 

slow buyer’s market disre-
gards such things and acts as 
though all properties are to 
be valued only upon finished 
square footage. Builders 
know that the house that has 
2500 square feet of founda-
tion and main floor is far 
more expensive to build then 
a 2500 square foot house 
with a 1250 square foot main 
floor and basement. The 
foundation is twice as big, 
and cost twice as much. The 
same is true of the roof. The 
passion in home buying 
seems to have shifted to get-
ting the lowest price. The cur-
rent market looks at these 
houses as equals in spite of 
the huge differences in build-
ing costs. Looks like a good 
time to buy large ramblers! 

The association is busy work-

ing on new/modified rules in 
regard to building tolerances, 
materials, warranty, and 
more. Until being involved as I 
now am, I had not realized 
that so much is going on be-
hind the scenes as we just do 
our daily work. BAM is busy 
everyday working on our be-
half to keep our practices 
regulated within reason while 
also recognizing we need to 
look out for our customers. 

Better building practices and 
knowledge are the edge in 
this business. Come to the 
next meeting and I will share 
some of the most current 
goins’-on. I will look forward 
to seeing you there! 

Thanks, 

Brad Willodson 
Willodson Homes 

Membership Total: 184 

January Renewals: 
Kim Lau Construction 
Realty Executives, Dar Vosburg 
Ferguson Enterprises 
Blashko Building Supply 
Eide Bailly 
Dreamcraft Homes 
Mainstream Cabinets 
McGowan Water Conditioning 
Dave’s Custom Woodworking 
Blethen Gage & Krause 
Kakeldey & Associates 

Be Sure Your Contact Information is Current and Accurate 
The MRBA office is currently checking that all member contact information is updated in our 
database and member directory on our website. Please take a moment to check that all of 
your information is accurate at www.mnrba.com and call the office if changes need to be 
made. Also note that a link to your website can be added to the online member directory.  

ALLIANCE CONTRACTING, INC 
Debra Knott 
P.O. Box 3745  Mankato, MN 56002 
507-385-0505 
dk.alliancecontracting@gmail.com 
Builder Member 
Sponsor: Jeff Lucas 

We welcomed the following new member in January: 



Host a       
Meeting in 

2010! 
Thanks to the following 

members for hosting 
these upcoming       

meetings in 2010:   
March 16 

Still Available 
Call Today to Reserve! 

May 18 
SPS Companies 

August 17 
Town & Country Interiors 

September 21 
Mankato Design Center 

November 16 
United Prairie Bank 

  
MRBA Office Hours 

The MRBA office is open 
Monday through Friday   

9 AM to Noon.  
 

December 2009       
Building Permits 

Mankato  
Commercial  1 
YTD  11   YTD 2008: 19 
$707,600 in December 
Single Family Attached  7 
13 YTD   YTD 2008: 22 
$781,000 in December 
Single Family Detached  22 
79 YTD    YTD 2008: 71 
$2,808,900 in December 
North Mankato  
Single Family Attached  0 
2 YTD   YTD 2008: 7 
$0 in December 
Single Family Detached  1 
32 YTD   YTD 2008: 23 
$134,500 in December 
Commercial  0 
$0 in December 
 
 

These members have been     
honored because of their com-

mitment to membership develop-
ment. Each credit stands for  
1) A member that they have 

brought to the Association or   
2) A member that they have    
encouraged to renew their        

membership. 

  Dec. YTD       Credits to Total 
Candidate Credits Credits   Qualify Credits  
  Bryan Bargen 0 2 4 2 
  Ben Birr  0 1 3 3 
  Ben Devens 0 1 5 1 
  Jenn Faust 0 0 5 1 
  Ray Iverson 0 .5 3.5 2.5 
  Todd Johnson 0 0 4 2 
  Mark Kiecker 0 0 5.5 .5 
  Chuck Klimmek 0 1.5 2.5 3.5 
  Jeff Lucas 0 0 4 2 
  Sara Jo Pollock 0 0 2 4 
  Ben Roach 0 0 5 1 
 Rebecca Roessler 0 0 2 4 
  Garrick Rudolf 0 0 5 1 
  Hans Schwanke 0 1 5 1 
  Beth Serrill 0 0 4 2 
  Holly Slama 0 0 4 2 
  Karla VanEman 0 1 1.5 4.5 
  Dar Vosburg 0 1 5 1 
  Ryan Weier 0 2 2.5 3.5  
  Brad Willodson 0 1 5 1 
  Matt Zebro 0 0 5 1 
  Tony Ziegler 0 2.5 1.5 4.5 
Blue Spike: 6 - 24 Credits 
  Tony Frentz 0 2  22 
  Michael Stenzel 0 11.5  20 
  Ben Scheidel 0 5  18.5 
  Mark Lancaster 0 4.5  17 
  Janet Kruger 0 2.5  16 
  Jeff Johnson 0 2.5  16 
  Jamie Sorensen 0 1  14 
  Molly Robertson 0 5.5  12.5 
  Ryan Evenson 0 5.5  10.5 
  Mike Niemeyer 0 0  8  
  Joe DeGrood 0 1  8 
  Scott Emerick 0 5  7 
  Steve Hruby 0 2  6.5 
  Keith Balster 0 1  6 
Life Spike: 25-49 Credits 
  Lisa Schweiss .5 13.5  44 
  Belynda Hinsch 0 11  29 
  Nick Freitag 0 1  28.5 
  Max DeMars 0 3.5  27  
  Brian Braun 0 4  25.5 
Green Spike: 50 - 99 Credits 
  Mark Deichman .5 8.5  91 
Red Spike: 100 -149 Credits 
  Dave Pfeffer 0 5  137.5 
Statesman Spike: 500 - 999 Credits 
  Steve Meister 1.5 42  554.5 
 
    

Report through December 2009 

Spike Candidate - 1 to 5 credits 
Blue Spike - 6 to 24 credits 
Life Spike - 25 to 49 credits 

Green Spike - 50 to 99 credits 
Red Spike - 100 to 149 credits 

Royal Spike - 150 to 249 credits 
Super Spike - 250 to 499 credits 

Statesman Spike - 500 to 999 credits 
Grand Spike - 1000 to 1499 
All-Time Big Spike - 1500+ 

 
Six credits are needed within two 

years to qualify as a Spike. At the end 
of the this year, 2008 credits will be 
dropped and only the 2009 credits 
will be retained. Once the Life Spike 

Level is attained, however, Spike 
points are no longer dropped.  



Builders Association of Minnesota (BAM) members came 
from all four corners of the state January 8th through the 
10th for the third annual Minnesota Builders Convention in 
St. Cloud, MN and had a rockin’ good time. The weekend 
was a great kick-off to the year for the state’s industry with 
education, experts, awards, association business, network-
ing and fun. 

 

After participating in committee meetings and the BAM 
board meeting on Friday the band Jonah & The Whales 
played rock ‘n roll Friday night as Convention goers danced 
and played heads & tails to raise money for BAM-PAC. The 
Hospitality Suites opened revealing their rock ‘n roll themes 
including the Rock Band video game, great music, and juke 
boxes to go along with the great food, drink and networking. 
It was a great party. 

 

Saturday began with an awards brunch and speaker, Joe 
Pusateri, an association member, builder and speaker who 
delivered a rousing and educational talk about how to thrive 
in this economy. Members left inspired with new ideas and 
many returned for his afternoon class about business nego-
tiating in the home building industry.  

 

During the awards brunch and evening awards and installa-
tion banquet eleven BAM awards were presented. The 
2009 BAM award winners were announced: 

 

BAM UP DATE 
V I S I T  W W W . B A M N . O R G    P H O N E :  6 5 1 - 6 4 6 - 7 9 5 9  

Local Event of the Year: Rochester Area Builders’ Sporting 
Clay Shoot 
2009 Excellence in Service Award: Megan Christianson, 
Northern Minnesota Builders Association  
2009 Distinguished Business of the Year: Ferguson Enter-
prises: 
2009 Citizenship Award: Diane Willenbring, Willenbring 
Construction 
2009 Builders Employing Associate Members (BEAM) 
Award: Quentin Johnson, Quentin Johnson Construction 
2009 Legacy Award: The Builders Group 
2009 President’s Award: Governor Tim Pawlenty 
2009 Rising Star Award: Nick Leimer, Knutson Construc-
tion Services 
2009 Associate of the Year: Terry Curtis, Anderson Broth-
ers Construction Company 
2009 Remodeler of the Year: Greg Theis, Greg E Theis Re-
modeling 
2009 Builder of the Year: Mark Miller, Miller Contracting of 
Grand Rapids 
 
Following the awards presentation, we said farewell to 2009 
BAM President Monte Mraz and welcomed 2010 BAM Presi-
dent, Mike Gohman as he was installed. Congratulations to 
all our 2009 BAM Award winners and to our new association 
president. 

 

Pictures of all the fun and action will be online soon! Also, 
look for information on next year’s Minnesota Builders Con-
vention happening the weekend of January 28th, 2011 in 
the Twin Cities. 

The Third Annual Minnesota Builders Convention Rocked 

The MRBA had a terrific showing at the State Builders Convention. Thanks to all who 
were able to attend. Join us in 2011 in the Twin Cities! 

 
Steve Meister, Steve Meister Construction 
Maria Karabelli, Steve Meister Construction 
Janet Busby, JLB Companies 
Joe Wallschlaeger, Vetter Stone 
Jenn Faust, Snell Motors 
Brian Braun, Cambria 

Mark Holmgren, Holmgren Construction 
Max DeMars, DeMars Construction 
Tim Merseth, Define Homes 
Kirsten Merseth, AgStar  
Mark Deichman, Deichman Construction 
Amy Scott, MRBA 




