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CONNECTIONS Building Our Future Today 

January 2012  

Upcoming Events 
 
 
Tuesday, January 10 
2012 Annual Meeting 
Red Sky Lounge, 6 PM 
 
Thursday, February 2 
Contractor Continuing 
Education Blast 
MN State University 
 
Friday, February 10 
MRBA Night at Mount 
Kato! 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
2012 Raw Fusion 
Thursday, March 29th 

Mark Your Calendars! 
2012 February Social 

at Mount Kato 
Friday, February 10th! 

JO I N  US  F O R T H E MN R I V E R B U I L D E R S  

ANNUAL MEETING 
A Special Evening to start off the New Year 

Tuesday, January 10th 
6 PM ~ Red Sky Lounge 

$20 for Dinner 
 

Join us as we welcome 2012 BAM President Keith Kylmala as he 
inducts new MRBA President Max DeMars, DeMars Construction 

and all of the 2012 Board Members  

Special Keynote Speaker 
 Jenn Faust 

Join us for Jenn’s             
inspirational message     

for 2012! 

Thanks to our Beverage Sponsor: 



I wel-
come all 
of you to 
2012, a 
year that 
promises 
to be 
exciting 
and very 
eventful! 

I am excited to take the helm 
again as MRBA President. The 
experience I had as President 
in 2007 was an incredible 
opportunity for me and I once 
again look forward to working 
with the Board of Directors 
and the general membership 
to continue steering the asso-
ciation along the very suc-
cessful path it is already on. 
   I’d like to take a moment to 
recognize Eric Peters and his 
year as 2011 MRBA Presi-
dent. Eric was the associa-
tion’s first Associate member 
president and I know you will 
all agree that he did a stellar 
job. 2011 was a terrific year 
for the MRBA with the imple-
mentation of two new pro-

NOT E S FRO M T H E PR E SI DE N T Minnesota River  
Builders Association 
 
Executive Board  
 
President 
Max DeMars 
   DeMars Construction 
Vice President 
Ryan Weier 
   RW Homes  
Secretary 
Ben Devens 
   Devens Painting  
Treasurer 
Jamie Sorenson 
   Town & Country Interiors 
Past President 
Eric Peters 
   First National Bank 
 

Board of Directors 
 
Belynda Hinsch 
   Swanson Hinsch & Co. 
Mark Holmgren 
   Holmgren Construction 
Ben Scheidel 
   Rickway Carpet 
Mike Niemeyer 
   Niemeyer Construction 
Michael Stenzel 
   Northern Energy Homes  
Mary Kaus 
   Cambria  
Dave Schneider 
   Dave’s Custom Woodworking 
Craig Skorr 
   Skorr Construction  
Molly Robertson 
   Bridge Realty 
Drew Sprengler 
   Deichman Construction  
 
  

MRBA Staff 
Executive Officer 
Amy Scott 
 
 

grams — Raw Fusion and our 
Sporting Clay Shoot. Both of 
these programs received 
great participation and sup-
port from the membership 
and we know they’ll be a part 
of our annual calendar for 
years to come. So Thank You 
Eric for a year well served.  
   I hope you join us for a spe-
cial evening to start the New 
Year on Tuesday, January 10 
at Red Sky Lounge in Down-
town Mankato. Special guest 
speaker Jenn Faust of Snell 
Motors will start 2012 off 
right with her always motiva-
tional words. Many of you 
were lucky enough to hear 
Jenn address the membership 
at our 2010 Annual Meeting 
and we know her message is 
insightful and inspirational. 
Also BAM president Keith Kyl-
mala will be joining us from 
Duluth with a report from the 
state office. We’ll be taking 
care of some business that 
evening as we induct our new 
Executive Board and our 
2012 Board Members. It’s 

going to be a terrific eve-
ning. 
   Your Board of Directors is 
already working on a new 
program this year which will 
focus on Community Out-
reach to assist those is 
need with small construc-
tion projects. The details are 
being worked out, and we 
will keep you posted about 
this important new program.  
   Also coming up is our Full-
Day Education Blast on 
Thursday, February 2. 
We’ve teamed up with the 
MSU Construction Manage-
ment Department to put on 
this event as we continue to 
build our ties with MN State.  
   So as you can see, we’re 
in for an eventful year — I 
look forward to all our suc-
cesses!  
   I hope to see many of you 
Downtown on the 10th. 
 
Sincerely, 
Max DeMars 
DeMars Construction 

Membership  
Total:  

146 

December Renewals: 
LDH Construction 
Emerick Construction 
Blaschko Building Supply 
Farrish Johnson Law Office 
Mankato Kasota Stone 
McGowan Water Conditioning 
Superior Concrete Block 
Minnesota Valley Granite 
Miller’s Handyman 
Feder Mechanical 
Eide Bailly 
Alliance Contracting 
Menards 
Dave’s Custom Woodworking 

Many thanks to these members who have renewed their membership and      
continue supporting the MRBA! 

ME M B E R S H I P  UP DAT E  



2012 MRBA   
Officers Elected 

 
At the December Board  
of Directors meeting our 

2012 officers were 
elected. Joining President 

Max DeMars, DeMars 
Construction is Vice Presi-

dent/2013 President  
Ryan Weier, RW Homes; 
Secretary Ben Devens, 
Devens Painting and 

Treasurer Jamie 
Sorenson, Town &     

Country Interiors. Eric  
Peters, First National 

Bank will serve his term 
as Past President. 

 
We look forward to 2012 
and many great things to 

come for the MRBA! 
 

November  2011             
Building Permits 

 
Mankato  
New Commercial  0 
YTD  7   YTD 2010: 7 
$0 in November 
Single Family Attached  0 
27 YTD   YTD 2010: 20 
$0 in November 
Single Family Detached  2 
69 YTD    YTD 2010: 73 
$315,000 in November 
Residential Remodel  110 
1,678 YTD  YTD 2010:2,426 
$665,700 in November 
North Mankato  
New Commercial  0 
$0 in November 
Single Family Attached  2 
$680,000 in November 
Single Family Detached  0 
0 in November 
Residential Remodel  55 
$341,960 in November 
 
 

These members have been     
honored because of their com-

mitment to membership develop-
ment. Each credit stands for  
1) A member that they have 

brought to the Association or   
2) A member that they have    
encouraged to renew their        

membership. 

  Nov. YTD       Credits to Total 
Candidate Credits Credits   Qualify Credits  
  Bryan Bargen 0 0 4 2 
  Ben Birr  0 .5 4 2 
  Ray Iverson 0 0 5 1 
  Chuck Klimmek 0 0 4.5 1.5 
  Hans Schwanke 0 2.5 1.5 4.5 
  Dar Vosburg 0 0 5 1 
  Tony Ziegler 0 1 4 2 
  Mike Niemeyer 0 1.5 3.5 2.5  
Joe Wallschlaeger 0 3 3 3 
  Jenn Faust 0 2 3.5 2.5 
  Garrick Rudolf 0 1.5 4 2 
  Mary Kaus 0 2 4 2 
  Mark Holmgren 0 2 4 2 
  Eric Peters 0 3.5 2.5 3.5 
  Dave Schneider 0 2.5 3.5 2.5 
 
Blue Spike: 6 - 24 Credits 
  Ben Scheidel 0 2  23.5 
  Jamie Sorensen 1 3  19 
  Molly Robertson 0 0  16 
  Ryan Evenson 1 2.5  16 
  Ryan Weier 0 6  14.5 
  Scott Emerick 0 1.5  10 
  Joe DeGrood 0 .5  9.5 
  Keith Balster 0 .5  8 
  Ben Devens 0 4  6 
   
Life Spike: 25-49 Credits 
  Belynda Hinsch 0 5  38 
  Michael Stenzel .5 7  34  
  Max DeMars 0 2  33.5  
  Brian Braun 0 3  30 
  Nick Freitag 0 0  28.5 
  Tony Frentz 0 3.5  27 
 
Green Spike: 50 - 99 Credits 
  Lisa Schweiss .5 4  53.5 
 
Red Spike: 100 -149 Credits 
  Dave Pfeffer 0 3.5  145 
  Mark Deichman .5 4.5  102.5 
 
 
    

Report through November 2011 

Spike Candidate - 1 to 5 credits 
Blue Spike - 6 to 24 credits 
Life Spike - 25 to 49 credits 

Green Spike - 50 to 99 credits 
Red Spike - 100 to 149 credits 

Royal Spike - 150 to 249 credits 
Super Spike - 250 to 499 credits 

Statesman Spike - 500 to 999 credits 
Grand Spike - 1000 to 1499 
All-Time Big Spike - 1500+ 

 
Six credits are needed within two 

years to qualify as a Spike. At the end 
of the this year, 2010 credits will be 
dropped and only the 2011 credits 

will be retained unless at least 1 
Spike Credit was earned during the 
year. Once the Life Spike Level is  

attained, however, Spike points are 
no longer dropped.  



The Minnesota Department of Labor 
and Industry (DLI) launched a new 
construction licensing system that 
went into effect October 3, 2011 
wherein every license, registration 
and certification administered by DLI 
now has a uniform eight-character 

license number. Those eight characters include a two-
character license class code, such as “BC” for a residential 
building contractor, followed by a six-digit number (123456).  

DLI states it was, “necessary to implement the new stan-
dardized and simplified license application and online re-
newal processes for all licenses, certifications and registra-
tions (pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 326B.091 to 
326B.098).” 

BAM UP DATE 
V I S I T  W W W . B A M N . O R G    P H O N E :  6 5 1 - 6 4 6 - 7 9 5 9  

   In addition to changing license numbers, DLI has also insti-
tuted an online renewal process for any license, certificate or 
registration available as of January 1, 2012. A license will 
become available for renewal online 120 days before the 
expiration date. Paper forms can still be submitted by mail or 
in-person and will be available for download online or by con-
tact DLI. The Legislature set a “renewal deadline” at 30 days 
prior to a license’s expiration date. However, DLI states if 
they receive a completed renewal after the “deadline” but 
before the expiration date, no late fee will be incurred by the 
licensee.   

   In the most recent edition of the Construction Codes and 
Licensing Division’s newsletter the CCLD Review DLI pub-
lished an article clarifying the new license number required 
uses.  

   The article states, “The Department of Labor and Indus-
try (DLI) recognizes there may be expense related to tran-
sitioning to the new license numbers currently being is-
sued by the department.” DLI specified when and where 
your new eight character license number must appear.  

Effective Immediately. Your new eight character license 
number must be used on: 

 All correspondence with DLI  

 All contracts 

Going Forward DLI recommends adding your license 
number on: 

• Website information -- as soon as possible. 

• Printed materials (letterhead, business cards, etc.) -- 
upon reorder 

• Advertising materials -- upon reorder 

Vehicles and other equipment -- upon replacement 

For more information on the new eight character license 
determination visit: http://www.dli.mn.gov/ccld/PDF/
LicenseChart.pdf or contact DLI at 
DLI.License@state.mn.us  

For the complete version of the CCLD Review which in-
cludes information about changes to the license renewal 
process visit: www.dli.mn.gove/ccld/review.asp  

To follow DLI in the code adoption process visit: 
www.dli.mn.gov/RulemakingCCL.asp  

New License Numbers: MN Department of Labor and Industry Clarifies  



Is Your Member          
Information Current 

and Accurate? 
    

As we begin a new year, take a 
moment to check the member 
directory at www.mnrba.com to 
be sure your company contact 
information is current and ac-

curate. And Remember, we can 
add a link to your company 
website! Call or email the 

MRBA office with any changes 
or additions! 

 

January 

3 Board of Directors Meeting 
10 Annual Meeting, Officer Installation 
February 
2  Contractor Education Day 
7 Board of Directors Meeting 
10 February Social Mt Kato! 
24 State Builders Convention 
March 
6 Board of Directors Meeting 
20  General Membership Meeting 
29 2012 RAW Fusion!  
April 

3 Board of Directors Meeting 
17 9th Annual MRBA Casino Night 
May 

1  Board of Directors Meeting 
5 & 6 Spring Tour of Homes 
15 General Membership Meeting 
June 

5 Board of Directors Meeting 
TBD 18th Annual MRBA Golf Tournament 

July 

3  Board of Directors Meeting 
19 July Member Mixer 
August 
7 Board of Directors Meeting 
16 August Member Mixer 
September 
4 Board of Directors Meeting 
13 2nd Annual Sporting Clay Shoot! 
October 

2  Board of Directors Meeting 
6 & 7 Fall Tour of Homes 
16 MRBA Annual Awards Meeting  
November 
6 Board of Directors Meeting 
13 General Membership Meeting 
 2012 Board Elections     
December 

11 Board of Directors Meeting 
 Annual Budget Meeting 
 2013 Planning Session 
 
 

2012 MRBA Calendar of Events 



www.AgStarHome.com  

2012 All-Day Education Blast 
Thursday, February 2 

MN State University, Centennial Student Union 
 

We’re teaming up with a MSU Construction Management Department event this year to   
offer our 7 Credit Hours of Continuing Education, including Energy.  

 
Download a Registration brochure at www.mnrba.com or  

Register On-line at www.mnsu.edu/continuinged/built 



www.katoinsurance.com  

EXCITEMENT BU ILD S FOR 2012 RAW FU SION! 
As the planning and excitement for 2012 RAW Fusion 
begins to really amp up, we’d like to take a moment to 
tremendously thanks those who have already joined us 
as a sponsor or have entered a model. MRBA Member 
support of RAW Fusion is tremendous and is greatly 
appreciated. You all make this event HAPPEN!! 
 
Event Sponsor 
Town & Country Interiors 
Platinum Sponsors 
Lights On Madison/the Design Element 
Minnesota Valley Granite 
Cambria 
Gold Sponsors 
Schmidt Siding 
US Bank 
Paulsen Architects 
Mankato CabinetCraft 
Floor to Ceiling 
Paradis Construction 
Bronze Sponsors 
Holmgren Construction 
MSU Construction Management Department 
Denco Lighting 
Frentz Construction 
Media Sponsors 
Daniel Dinsmore Photography 
Carlson Craft 
Radio Mankato 
The Free Press 
Champagne Sponsor 
Number 4 
Centerpiece Sponsor 
J Long’s 
 
2012 RAW Fusion Model (To Date) 
Mankato CabinetCraft 
The Design Element 
Lights On Madison 
Schmidt Siding 
MSU Construction Management 
Cambria (2) 
Town & Country Interiors 

Models continued 

RW Homes 
Vetter Stone 
Floor to Ceiling 
Paulsen Architects 
Habitat for Humanity 
Snell Motors 
Kato Cable 
Minnesota Valley Granite 
Office Space Design 
US Bank 
J Beal Homes  
Dan Dinsmore Photography 
Radio Mankato 
 
There’s still time to enter a Model! Showcase your 
company on the runway! Contact the MRBA office 
today.  



2012 COMM ITTEES 

Our thanks to the dedicated MRBA members who 
donate their time to the association. Our programs 

and events would not happen without them.  
Remember, the more you put into an organization, 

the more you’ll get out of it.  
 

Join a Committee Today! 
 

Tour of Homes 

Garrick Rudolf, Chair, Cherry Creek Cabinetworks 
David Schneider, Dave’s Custom Woodworking 

Cyndi Christenson, Quartz Surfaces 
Jamie Sorensen, Town & Country Interiors 

 
 

RAW Fusion 

Jamie Sorensen, Town & Country Interiors 
Mary Kaus, Cambria 

Jen Swenson, Town & Country Interiors 
Nicole Schroeder, Paulsen Architects 
Megan Rolloff, The Design Element 

Dallas Willman, Oleson & Hobbie Artchitects 
Meray Rahme, Paulsen Architects 

 
 

Sporting Clay Shoot  

Tom Paradis, Paradis Construction 
Matt Michaletz, Kato Insurance 

Mark Holmgren, Holmgren Construction 
Kevin Cromwell, Minnesota Valley Brick & Stone 

Mike Niemeyer, Niemeyer Construction 
 
 

Membership 

Ben Scheidel, Rickway Carpet 
Max DeMars, DeMars Construction 

Jamie Sorensen, Town & Country Interiors 
Craig Skorr, Skorr Construction 

Golf Tournament 

Belynda Hinsch, Chair, Swanson Hinsch & Co. 
Eric Peters, First National Bank 

Pete Hrdlicka, McGowan Water Conditioning 
Jeff Lucas, Menards 

Joe Wallschlaeger, Vetter Stone 
Brian Braun, Cambria 

Nick Burger, James R. Weir Insurance 
 

Social  

Eric Peters, First National Bank 
Molly Robertson, Bridge Realty 
Joe Wallschlaeger, Vetter Stone 

Mary Kaus, Cambria 
Jana Klein, US Bank 

Jenn Faust, Snell Motors 
Jen Swenson, Town & Country Interiors 

Cherisse Beucler, Town & Country Interiors 
Justin Weinberg, Gislason & Hunter 
Doug Smith, Mankato Kasota Stone 
Steve Leslie, Mankato Kasota Stone 

 
 

If you were on a committee in previous years, 
but didn’t get a chance to re-sign up at the fall 
General Meetings, please contact us to let us 

know if you would still like to participate.  
  

Joining a Committee is a fantastic way to 
get involved with the MRBA. Call the office 

at 625-7138 for more information. 




