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Mission Statement 
 
The MRBA is an              
association of builders   
and partner businesses 
representing the interests 
of our communities, our 
consumers and our       
industry through education, 
networking and creating 
lasting relationships. 
 
The Minnesota River   
Builders Association — 
Building Our Future Today 
 
 
If you experience any prob-
lems opening the newslet-
ter on the website, please 
contact The MRBA office at 
625-7138. We will try to 
get it operating as quickly 
as possible. 

 Minnesota  River  Bui lders  Associat ion 

CONNECTIONS Building Our Future Today 

March 2010   

JO I N  US  F O R TH I S  M O N T H’S  ME E T I N G   
Tuesday, March 16th ~ 6 PM 

Hosted By: 

  
 

At Hazzard Bar, Downtown Mankato 
Hazzard will be open just to MRBA members from  

6-8 PM for our meeting. Join us for some great    
networking and some fantastic food: Pulled Pork, 
BBQ Ribs & Spicy Shrimp served on wing chips.  

Tons of prizes to be given away including a  
Porter Cable or Dewalt power tool! 

No Charge For This Evening 

RSVP by Monday, March 15 to the MRBA at 507-625-7138 or 
mnrba@hickorytech.net   

Spring Tour May 1 & 2 

Builder Registration 
Deadline for Spring 

Tour of Homes     
Tuesday, March 16 

Call the office for registration forms 
or download them off the MRBA 

website www.mnrba.com 

 



NOT E S FRO M T H E PR E SI DE N T 

ME M B E R S H I P  UP DAT E  

Minnesota River  
Builders Association 
 
Executive Board  
President 
Brad Willodson                                                             
   Willodson Homes 
Vice President 
Eric Peters 
   First National Bank 
Secretary 
Ryan Weier 
   RW Homes  
Treasurer 
Belynda Hinsch 
   Swanson Hinsch & Co.  
Past-President 
Steve Meister 
   Steve Meister Construction 

 
Board of Directors 
 
Mark Holmgren 
   Holmgren Construction 
Janet Busby 
   JLB Companies  
Max DeMars 
   DeMars Construction 
Ben Scheidel 
   Kato Flooring, 
Mike Niemeyer 
   Niemeyer Construction 
Tony Frentz 
   Frentz Construction  
Garrick Rudolf 
   Cherry Creek Cabinetworks  
Ryan Evenson 
   R Evenson Construction  
Ben Devens 
   Devens Painting 
Richard Wilson 
   Wilson & Sons Construction 
 
 
 

MRBA Staff 
Executive Officer 
Amy Scott 
 
 

It was my 
privilege 
to attend 
the BAM 
presi-
dent’s 
dinner 
last 

month along with fellow lo-
cal association presidents 
from throughout the state. 
Most of the 14 local presi-
dents were in attendance 
along with the BAM Execu-
tive Board members. Espe-
cially in today’s building in-
dustry climate, it’s encourag-
ing to share stories, ideas 
and support with the other 
presidents and I appreciate 
the opportunity to do so.  

Don’t miss the letter from 
BAM’s Pam Perri Weaver on 
page 4. She highlights the 

importance of programs such 
as Builder Day at the Capitol. 
Thanks to our own MRBA 
members who attended and 
had a chance to meet with 
five of our local legislators 
and let them know where we 
stand on the current legisla-
tive issues affecting our in-
dustry. Lobbying for us on 
February 23rd were Mark 
Holmgren, Holmgren Con-
struction; Ben Scheidel, Kato 
Flooring; Steve Meister, 
Steve Meister Construction 
and Janet Busby, JLB Compa-
nies, along with our EO Amy 
Scott. Builder Day is open to 
ALL members and I under-
stand it’s a terrific experience 
to be at the Capitol, sharing 
our knowledge of the building 
industry and hopefully, when 
it comes down to it, truly 

making a difference when the 
votes are cast. 

As the days grow longer and 
the avalanche of this winter’s 
snow begins to recede, let’s 
look forward to a productive 
and more prosperous spring. 
Again, use the MRBA as your 
source for support, industry 
information and professional 
networking — your MRBA 
membership can truly be one 
of your most valuable busi-
ness tools. My hope is that 
you will take full advantage of 
all the association has to of-
fer. That being said ... 

I hope to see many of you at 
the March General Member-
ship Meeting on the 16th! 

 
Brad Willodson 
Willodson Homes 

Membership Total: 183 

February Renewals: 
Emerick Construction LLC 
Conco Paints 
AgStar Home Mortgage 
 
Cancellations: 
Krohn’s Woodshop 
Hilton Garden Inn 
Jordan Plumbing 
M Krediet Construction 
 
 

We welcomed the following new members in February: 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
Eric Peters 
500 Long Street, Mankato, MN 56001 
507-625-1121 
eric.peters@fnbmn.com    www.fhbmn.com 
Associate Member 
 
VAN AARTSEN CONSTRUCTION, INC 
Darrel Van Aartsen 
492 120th Avenue, Luverne, MN 56156 
507-920-9499 
vac@dakotablue.net 
Builder Member 
 
BUSTERS 
Matt Little 
1325 Madison Avenue, Mankato, MN 56001 
507-389-8999 
Associate Member 



Thanks to 
our 2010 
Meeting 
Hosts! 

Thanks to the following 
members for hosting 

these upcoming       
events in 2010:   

March 16 
Lowe’s 
April 20 
Busters  

7th Annual Casino Night 
May 18 

SPS Companies 
June 10 

Shoreland Country Club 
16th Annual Golf Tourn. 

August 17 
Town & Country Interiors 

September 21 
Mankato Design Center 

November 16 
United Prairie Bank 

  
January 2010       

Building Permits 
Mankato  
Commercial  3 
YTD  3   YTD 2009: 12 
$242,300 in January 
Single Family Attached  0 
0 YTD   YTD 2009: 0 
$0 in January 
Single Family Detached  2 
2 YTD    YTD 2009: 0 
$400,000 in January 
North Mankato  
Single Family Attached  0 
$0 in January 
Single Family Detached  0 
$0 in January 
Commercial  0 
$0 in January 
 
 

These members have been     
honored because of their com-

mitment to membership develop-
ment. Each credit stands for  
1) A member that they have 

brought to the Association or   
2) A member that they have    
encouraged to renew their        

membership. 

  Jan. YTD       Credits to Total 
Candidate Credits Credits   Qualify Credits  
  Bryan Bargen 0 0 4 2 
  Ben Birr  0 0 5 1 
  Ben Devens 0 0 5 1 
  Ray Iverson 0 0 5.5 .5 
  Todd Johnson 0 0 4 2 
  Chuck Klimmek 0 0 4.5 1.5 
  Curt Krohn 0 0 5 1 
  Sara Jo Pollock 1 0 5 1 
  Hans Schwanke 0 0 5 1 
  Karla VanEman 0 0 5 1 
  Dar Vosburg 0 0 5 1 
  Ryan Weier 0 0 4 2  
  Brad Willodson 0 0 5 1 
  Tony Ziegler 0 0 3.5 2.5 
 
Blue Spike: 6 - 24 Credits 
  Tony Frentz 0 0  22 
  Michael Stenzel 1.5 1.5  21.5 
  Ben Scheidel 0 0  18.5 
  Mark Lancaster 0 0  17 
  Janet Busby 0 0  16 
  Jeff Johnson 0 0  16 
  Jamie Sorensen 0 0  14 
  Molly Robertson 0 0  12.5 
  Ryan Evenson 0 0  10.5 
  Mike Niemeyer 0 0  8  
  Joe DeGrood 0 0  8 
  Scott Emerick .5 .5  7.5 
  Steve Hruby 0 0  6.5 
  Keith Balster .5 .5  6.5 
 
Life Spike: 25-49 Credits 
  Lisa Schweiss 0 0  44 
  Belynda Hinsch .5 .5  29.5 
  Nick Freitag 0 1  28.5 
  Max DeMars 1 1  28  
  Brian Braun 0 4  25.5 
 
Green Spike: 50 - 99 Credits 
  Mark Deichman .5 .5  91.5 
 
Red Spike: 100 -149 Credits 
  Dave Pfeffer 0 0  137.5 
 
Statesman Spike: 500 - 999 Credits 
  Steve Meister 1.5 1.5  556 
 
    

Report through January 2010 

Spike Candidate - 1 to 5 credits 
Blue Spike - 6 to 24 credits 
Life Spike - 25 to 49 credits 

Green Spike - 50 to 99 credits 
Red Spike - 100 to 149 credits 

Royal Spike - 150 to 249 credits 
Super Spike - 250 to 499 credits 

Statesman Spike - 500 to 999 credits 
Grand Spike - 1000 to 1499 
All-Time Big Spike - 1500+ 

 
Six credits are needed within two 

years to qualify as a Spike. At the end 
of the this year, 2008 credits will be 
dropped and only the 2009 credits 
will be retained. Once the Life Spike 

Level is attained, however, Spike 
points are no longer dropped.  



The Minnesota Legislative 
Session began February 
4th with the usual pomp 
and circumstance, but this 
year the legislature is al-
ready running at a sprint. 
The House and Senate 
have both already intro-
duced bonding bills that 
are $300 million more 
than the Governor pro-
posed. Minnesota econo-

mist Tom Stinson was quoted saying the Minnesota Legisla-
ture could stimulate the economy by funding building pro-
jects now. This year there will be an emphasis on “shovel 
ready” projects. Check out both bills House File 2700 au-
thored by Representative Larry Hausman and Senate File 
2360 authored by Senator Keith Langseth at 
www.house.leg.state.mn.us to see if building projects are 
being proposed for your area.  
 
This session fiscal priorities will dominate due to the up-
dated 2009 budget deficit of $1.2 million and the extended 
outlook of more than that for the 2010-2011 biennium. 
This year is an election year and every seat in the legisla-
ture is up for election or re-election including the executive 
branch. The Builders Association of Minnesota (BAM) has 

BAM UP DATE 
V I S I T  W W W . B A M N . O R G    P H O N E :  6 5 1 - 6 4 6 - 7 9 5 9  

two members running in the Minnesota senate elections. 
Jim Gander will be running against Senator Ann Lynch in 
Rochester and John Pederson is running for an open seat 
being vacated by Senator Tarryl Clark in St. Cloud.  
 
At the board meeting January 8th, 2010 the BAM Board ap-
proved legislative priorities for 2010. BAM will be lobbying 
and monitoring a number of issues that affect the residen-
tial construction industry. BAM’s Government Affairs Com-
mittee has started to meet on a weekly basis and BAM will 
be keeping you updated on what’s happening.  
 
Get Involved 
There are several ways to stay in the know and get involved 
this session. We will be keeping you updated weekly by 
email in This Week At BAM.  If you’re not receiving the up-
dates be sure to email us and we’ll make sure to put you on 
the list. This session Pam will also be Twittering. Sign up and 
follow her at: http://twitter.com/PPWeaver. Voter Voice is 
another way to get involved. Make sure you’re registered at 
www.votervoice.net/groups/bamn to get informed about the 
issues and when to contact your legislators. Builder Day at 
the Capital happens each year in February or March and it’s 
important to come down to the state capital in numbers to 
make sure the residential construction industry is heard 
loud and clear.  

Minnesota’s 2010 State Legislative Session Began February 4 

BAM’s Builder Day at the Capitol Had Significant Impact 
Letter from BAM Executive Vice President Pam Perri Weaver, Wednesday, February 24, 2010 
 
Members, 
Thank you for your time and efforts yesterday.  You made a significant impact! 
 
Today our lobbyists heard from many legislators how pleasantly surprised they were to hear we are working to find a compro-
mise on the Home Warranty laws.   Many are seeking to sign on to the bill as co-authors.  This is a good sign.  So far so good! 
 
We also made headway on the building code bill.  As a result of your lobbying yesterday, I was the only person called to the 
witness table to testify against the building code bill this morning.  The Chair of the Committee decided he would not be 
hearing ANY testimony on the bill but members of the legislature who visited with a group of you yesterday  (Rep. Kiffmeyer) 
insisted the members hear from the builders!  I was called to the table and explained our position.  The legislators voted in a 
voice vote to remove the language we did not like.  However, as these things go, the Chair decided he needed a hand vote 
since he could not tell. The issue was reconsidered and the language stayed in the bill.  It was a straight but unrecorded 
party line vote.  We lost by two votes!  The building code bill has a few more committees to go through in the House and has 
not yet been heard in the Senate so we will keep plugging away. As you can see, this is a very messy process.  
 
We will keep you posted as legislation moves this session.  Please watch out for the This Week at BAM for updates.  You are 
also welcome to send me an email. 
 
Again.....you were ROCK STARS!  Thank you.   




